Trusted Colleagues or Incompetent Hacks? Development of the Attitudes About Abortion-Providing Physicians Scale.
Many physicians who provide abortion care report feeling marginalized within medicine. Because abortion care can require consultation with many types of physicians, physician opinions of providers may have implications for quality of care. However, no measure of physicians' attitudes about abortion-providing colleagues currently exists. We developed a 24-item pool to measure perceptions of the motivations, competence, and standing within the medical profession of physicians who provide abortion care. We administered the survey to a sample of 1,640 faculty physicians at a Midwestern teaching hospital. We used Stata SE/14.0 for all analyses. Our response rate was 34% (n = 560), comparable with other studies of physicians. Exploratory factor analysis resulted in a three-factor solution: opinion, motivations, and competence. The scale demonstrated good internal consistency. Attitudes were largely favorable: 84% of participants agreed that abortion providers provide necessary care for women and 81% felt that abortion providers contribute positively to society. Compared with those who felt abortion should be illegal in all circumstances, attitudes were more favorable among those who felt that abortion should be legal. We observed an inverse relationship between religious attendance and attitudes. Participants with children held more favorable attitudes compared with those without children. The Attitudes About Abortion-Providing Physicians Scale captures physician's perceptions of their abortion-providing colleagues along three important dimensions: opinion, motivations, and competence. This sample of physicians held generally favorable views of their colleagues who provide abortion care.